FACT SHEET

Catawissa Creek Watershed

River Conservation Plan Project

· Rivers Conservation Program: The Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Program was developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to conserve and enhance river resources through the development and implementation of locally initiated plans.  The program provides technical and financial assistance to municipalities and river support groups to carry out both planning and implementation activities.  A registry has been established to recognize completed river conservation plans and designate eligibility for implementation funding.  The registry is available on-line at www.dcnr.state.pa.us/rivers/registry.htm.  THIS PROGRAM HAS NO REGULATORY COMPONENT. COMMUNITIES THAT DEVELOP A RIVERS CONSERVATION PLAN ARE NOT SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL STATE OR FEDERAL REGULATIONS BECAUSE OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE PLAN. 
· The Planning Phase: Community involvement from the private and public sector in the planning stage of the rivers conservation program is essential to the success of a completed rivers conservation plan.  Community involvement not only ensures that the interests of local citizens are reflected in the plan (thereby making specific projects eligible for implementation dollars), but also instills a degree of ownership on the part of the community for the plan once it is completed.
· Implementation Phase: Active municipalities will benefit the greatest during the implementation phase.  Once a plan is completed, municipalities will be asked to pass a resolution of endorsement, thereby becoming eligible for implementation funds for projects included in the plan.  Municipalities that are actively involved in the planning process are better positioned to pass a resolution of support and submit implementation grant applications than are less involved municipalities.
Catawissa Creek Watershed Project

· Project Background: The Pennsylvania Environmental Council has been awarded grants from the PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources and the Western Pennsylvania Watershed Program to conduct a Rivers Conservation Plan for the Catawissa Creek Watershed.  The Eastern Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation (EPCAMR) is preparing GIS maps of the watershed via in-kind service.
· Study Area: Catawissa Creek Watershed.  The watershed encompasses nineteen (19) municipalities in Columbia, Luzerne and Schuylkill Counties.
· Description of Project: The plan will address environmental, cultural and natural resource issues within the watershed and make locally relevant recommendations for preservation or restoration of environmental integrity to the watershed, based upon public input and information gathered during the course of the project.  The project will work closely with the Columbia County Conservation District, the Catawissa Creek Restoration Association, local municipalities, government agencies, and other environmental non-profit organizations.
· Project Duration: It is anticipated that this project will last 12-18 months.
WHAT IS A WATERSHED?

What is a WATERSHED?

A watershed is a geographic area that drains water, snow, and other forms of precipitation from higher areas (mountains) to common lower areas (valleys) where creeks, rivers, lakes, or wetlands are located. In other words, a watershed is the total area of land surface from which a river system collects its water.
You are sitting in a watershed now!  Your home, workplace, and anywhere you are, is located in a given watershed. Watersheds come in all shapes and sizes. Some watersheds cross municipal, county, and even state borders.  Some watersheds cover very large areas while others are just a few acres in size.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay watershed covers an area of 64,000 square miles and includes portions of six states.  The Catawissa Creek Watershed (151 square miles) is part of the much larger Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Just as creeks drain into rivers, smaller watersheds are nearly always part of a larger watershed.
No matter where you are, you are in a watershed!

What impacts a WATERSHED?

All the people, plants, and animals that live in a watershed have an impact on the water quality of the wetlands, streams, rivers and lakes. Everyday activities can negatively impact the water quality in a watershed by generating pollutants.  Pollutants come from such sources as lawns, gardens, construction sites, roadways, septic systems and agricultural areas. These pollutants can be sediments, oils, road salt, organic matter, pesticides, excess fertilizer and other nutrients that could be carried by rainfall (stormwater runoff) into nearby streams, rivers and lakes. The Catawissa Creek Watershed is also impacted by acid mine drainage (AMD) as water enters the mines and returns to the surface carrying sulfuric acid and other pollutants.
