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EPCAMR 2025 4th Quarter Board Meeting
Tentative Agenda – November 20th

EPCAMR Office: EC Conference Room & Zoom
11:00 AM

Info. 
Portion

Discussion and Correspondence
 PA DEP Contract Operator Approval License for EPCAMR Renewed

 THANK YOU LETTER from Anna Killian, ED-Chesapeake Bay Commission

 Expert warns of dangers of abandoned coal mines  

 AMD Cleanup a worthy goal, but will it help the Chesapeake Bay?  

 Bernie McGurl, LRCA-Why NEPA? Discover NEPA Article  

 Wilkes-Barre Times-Leader Guest Essay: Let’s Be Clear - Orange Creeks...  

 2 Day Culvert Assessments Completed in Bowman Creek Watershed  

 Grant to help cleanup illegal dump sites in Luzerne and Columbia Counties  

 EPCAMR to RID illegal dumpsites thanks to grant funding from Amazon  
 See Bobby’s Invite email for 20+ more articles, ones above pertain to EPCAMR

 Any other items for Discussion?

Executive 
Director

12:00 PM Call to Order Business Meeting: Attendance: Dr. Joe Simons, Cristy Sweeney, Christine 
Haldeman, Ed Wytovich, Brenna Schneider, Ken Klemow, Cheryl Brobst (quorum),  Tara Jones, 
Duane Feagley, Gary Leander, Angela Meck, Bobby Hughes, Michael Hewitt, Frank Sindaco, 
Shawnese Taylor, Maria Gereda, Mark Jones, and Dennis Dukinas.

President

Begin 
Business 
Portion of 
Meeting

Minutes from Last Mgt. (August 21st): Filed for Audit (Duane, Ed & All) Secretary

Treasurer’s Report
 See Financial Position Statement, Estimates, Jobs List and Grant Prospects
 File for Audit:   Checking & PA Invest Account Balances (Cheryl, Tara & All)
 Waiting on: 2024 990 from Kohanski & Co. & 2023 Single Audit by Karen Hazelton

Treasurer

AMR Program Reports (3 minutes each; Staff Reports on website)
 Several grant applications were submitted, with mixed results - some denied 

(Chesapeake Bay Funders Network, Robert Spitz Foundation) and others awarded 
(Amazon cleanup grant for $10,000 & LUI artwork with schools)

 Pine Knot, Oak Hill & Repplier Project: Ongoing fieldwork installing monitoring 
devices and transducers at multiple discharge points

 Bear Creek Project: Successfully closed out with final mine pool volume estimates 
being completed at a later time

 Hazleton Beltway Proj.: Terminated due to Hillwood Construction/Blue Cup 
Ventures merger & zoning denial; project abandoned only bill for time spent

 Conference was successful with 170 attendees & presentations now online
 Multiple educational tours conducted including Chesapeake Bay Commission 

Pennsylvania Council of Professional Geologists & university groups
 Frank presented updates on AML-Connect platform (launching February 2025) and 

DOE energy repurposing work on former Frackville Co-Gen Plant
 Mine Mapping: Continue to process thousands of historical mine maps for the MSI 

program, completed Western Middle Field surface mosaic, and starting QA/QC of 
Western Middle coal vein mosaics completed by Harrisburg U.

 Winter (before snow) and Spring llegal dump site cleanup projects in Luzerne and 
Columbia Counties through Amazon grant

 Continued monitoring work across multiple watersheds (now 4x per month) & 
transducer installations across region

 Strategic planning needed for long-term organizational sustainability

Staff

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83307868588?pwd=eTByWnQybGZsVk5FQzVmTVQ1anpuUT09
https://epcamr.org/home/board/epcamr-quarterly-meetings/
http://www.epcamr.org/storage/board/EPCAMRBOT20253rdQtrMtgMinutes.pdf
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=98751b2b26&e=7d4e399550
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=944258e5cd&e=7d4e399550
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=f6e38bb941&e=7d4e399550
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=9fe2c7be62&e=7d4e399550
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=f271677c89&e=7d4e399550
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=143630690c&e=7d4e399550
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=5620279993&e=7d4e399550
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Committee Reports (a Zoom Pro link can be setup for committee meetings)

 Development Committee Update: Chair (Cristy) announced 30th Anniversary 
banquet scheduled for September 19th at Sand Springs & discussion of increasing 
professional service fees to better reflect market rates

 Education/Science Committee Update; Chaired by Andrea Nerozzi

Respective 
Comm. 
Chairs

Hotlinks in 
this

Old Business
 ARIPPA 2025 Reclamation Grant: $1,945 remains; extended grant round (LRCA 

plans to apply)
 AmeriCorps Community Engagement & Marketing Outreach Specialist - OPEN

President

document 
will take you 
to more info.

New Business
 Nominated   Officers & Recognized new Members & Elected Joe Simons as 

President, Christy as Vice President and Treasurer, Christine as Secretary (Ed, 
Cheryl & All)

 Moved to table     Draft 2026 Annual Budget Development until Q1 2026 (Cheryl, 
Christine & All)

 Moved to   adjourn the business portion of the meeting (Ed, Cheryl & All)

President

1:00 PM Next Meeting: Tentative for 2026: Feb.19th, May 21st, Aug.20th(Annual) & 
Nov.19th

President

Watershed Reports
Note: HVAC system in the conference room was exceptionally loud and vibrating 
the ceiling.  Contacted Earth Conservancy to check it out.  Remote attendees on 
Zoom were having trouble hearing and AI Assistant was only able to summarize 
half of the meeting.
Catawissa – Tire piles near the creek reported and will need to be ground truthed. 
Oneida #3 valve still holding up the poroject.  Audenreid memorandum of 
understanding established with BAMR and Humboldt Landowner for access road.
ARIPPA – Report finalized and presented in October. Another report being 
completed by Lehigh U air / greenhouse gas emissions profile on culm piles
Nescopeck – Data Center in Black Creek Township denied.  Sugarloaf Twp. now 
has a proposed Data Center.  Also a plastics melting company was shot down and 
moved on.  It’s good to see the local municipalities fighting back.  New Castle 
Twp. (Schuylkill County) repealed their zoning ordinance until they can 
rewrite/review their paperwork to deal with data centers in general.  Blakely 
(Lackawanna County) as well.  Solar Panels have to be on contours or cannot 
claim “impervious” so a whole stormwater permit has to be completed.
Luzerne - Frank was recently elected to the County Planning Commission.
Lackawanna – Shiverfest is January 17th (MLK Weekend).  Need to get Master 
Watershed Stewards involved and EPCAMR as a stakeholder.  Awarded a $7K 
Spitz Grant to acquire land (LVC will own) in North Scranton near Greenridge for 
river access and Von Storch mine opening.  The breaker was where Giant Market 
is now.
Penn Anthracite SME – Past chair created a computer exhibit for Eckley and 
Anthracite Heritage Museums for 4th - 5th grade and scouts (mining and society 
badges).  Mining Industry related videos pulled from many sources (downloaded 
to these computers) and created a GUI interface for the display.  Welcomed 
EPCAMR to provide our Brookie and other videos.  Bobby to share on social 
media and Anthracite History month fliers.
Northumberland – Off season prep for stream projects.  Invited EPCAMR to 
present (Tie-dye and iron oxide art) at Summer Conservation Camp for kids. 

All

https://arippa.org/arippa-reclamation-grant-initiative/
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Info. Portion 
of Meeting

Grants, Conferences, Events, Workshops
 Recognized Mark's final meeting as AmeriCorps member, with appreciation 

expressed for development committee work
 EPCAMR Development Committee Meeting on 11-12-25 @ 6PM (Mike sent Zoom 

link)
 PA Abandoned Mine Reclamation Chronicles Podcast on 12-05-25 with Don Kane 

Jr.- Huber Breaker Preservation Society on EPCAMR     YouTube   or
Facebook

 Anthracite History Heritage Month (January 2026) Coordinated Event Calendar  

Executive 
Director

https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=4448b5f1f5&e=36f43813e9
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=af7d813a1e&e=36f43813e9
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=af7d813a1e&e=36f43813e9
https://epcamr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292f411728dc1cf2e401a3f14&id=ae5b1a3e11&e=36f43813e9
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